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The danger of authoritarian education is that it may crush the
child's individuality, vitality, originality, spontaneity, and initia-
tive. Obedience fostered by authoritarian education and responsi-
bility stimulated by progressive education must be balanced. The
political issues of our time have demonstrated the dangers of au-
thoritarian education. On the other hand, however, the establish-
ment of values demands that the child's experience of authority be
not excluded from progressive education. Authoritarian education
isolates the individual, while progressive education makes the indi-
vidual into a social being. Though man is first of all a member of
society and lives with and for society, he will shoulder his full part
as a citizen of his time only if he has developed his individuality,
which differentiates one from the other. The aim of education is not
to lead but to help the individual, that he may become sure of his
ego, balanced in his self, and finally, independent of the bondage of
his individuality.
PHILOSOPHIES OF EDUCATION
Educational philosophies usually are concerned not with the
preschool child but with the school child and college student. How-
ever, the basic attitude of the educator, formulated in terms of the
relatively mature individual, is reflected in a similar way upon his
approach to the young child. We shall discuss in the following some
general viewpoints of education which, in only a lesser degree, are
equally relevant for the education of the nursery school child.
The problems of education consist of four basic issues: the goals
toward which we are educating; the means with which we are edu-
cating; the human material to which education is applied; and the
values with which education is operating.
The goals in education have always been in the foreground, but
they were always formulated vaguely. For Plato the goal was "to
develop in the body and in the soul all the beauty and all the per-
fection of which human beings are capable." Neither beauty nor
perfection is here defined. According to John Stuart Mill, education
is everything "which helps to shape the human being," Since every-
thing shapes, the goal of education again is clouded. The goal of
education has two alternatives: Either it is work on the individual
for the sake of the individual^ or it is work on the individual for the
Sake of society.
The means of education are either the transmission of factual
knowledge, accumulated by others and laid down in books, or the
ctevdopme&t of individuality and originality.